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The New Articulating Head Munro Hollower

by Lyn J. Mangiameli

Well, let’s get the bottom line out of
the way, and then work backward from
there. I love this new hollowing tool. I’ve
tried out almost every cutting hollowing
tool since first falling in love with the
Woodcut Proformes, but though many
were good, none seemed to measure up
to the level of performance I obtained
from the Woodcut tools. Well, in my
hands, the new Munro Hollower matches
the Proforme in overall performance, is
better in a few areas, and only slightly
worse in others.

The new Munro Hollower looks
much like one would expect a proper spe-
cialized deep hollowing tool to look. The
tool comes across as both “cool” and
serious in appearance. The cast stainless
steel articulating arms appear suitably
heavy for the task, and give a finished
look to the tool. The head is faintly remi-
niscent of some other guarded cutting
tools, though on closer examination, the
Teknatool designed cutting cup may seem
a bit unusual to those expecting a more
traditional ring or hook. The guard is well
integrated into the stainless steel head.
The handle appears of sufficient diam-
eter and length, and has a soft greenish
colored gripping surface.

Although the tool has a solid appear-
ance, it is not without a few peculiarities
and in a couple of places the design deci-
sions are questionable. Starting at the tip,
the round cup cutter is solid, easily sharp-
ened (I like to use a vertical belt sander
with 9-20 micron belts) and offers the
ability to take a cut from multiple hori-
zontal orientations of the shaft. Like most
ring and cup tools, it allows only one arc-
ing cut to be made, though the width and
depth of that cut can vary somewhat de-
pending on the position of the hood. In
contrast, the Woodcut Proforme with its
J shaped cutter offers a little more choice
of the shape of the cutting pattern by
positioning the cut more along the flat side
of the blade. There are advantages and
disadvantages to this. In experienced
hands, the Proforme blade offers slightly
more versatility, but for a user newer to
hollowing tools, the Munro is likely to of-
fer a more consistent cut, irrespective of
the horizontal orientation of the tool to the
wood. It is nice that the tool comes with
extra cutters as part of the package, and
that a well thought out sharpening post is
included. Interestingly, Woodcut is now
manufacturing their own version of a cup
cutter, which reportedly will fit the Munro
as well.

The cutter can be used totally ex-
posed, but normally the cutter is covered
by a stainless steel hood, which adjusts
easily by loosening a hex socket bolt. This
bolt, as well as the other bolts for the
cutter, the head and the arms are all lo-
cated on the underside of the assembly,
keeping them cleaner and not prone to
the packed shavings that so often accu-
mulate in the sockets of upward facing
Allen head bolts.

There is a choice of two arms, one
very short-one longer, that are nicely fin-
ished and seem to be quite sturdy. Un-
fortunately, when the head or the head/
arm assembly is fitted to its shaft, the

The Munro Hollower looks as the Author would expect a proper
specialized deep hollowing tool to look.

Close up of the business end of the Monro Hollower, bottom view.

This view shows the business end of the Monro Hollower in the position
for cutting. the stainless steel hood has been removed.

This photo shows the business end of the tool in proper orientation for
cutting and with the stainless steel hood in place.

overall contours are greater than the 5/8
(16 mm) shaft diameter. My preference
would be to have the head and arm no
larger than the shaft (which is how it is
on the Proforme, the new Woodcut cup
cutter, and even Munro’s earlier fixed
head versions). I don’t think one will be
able to get by with less than a 7/8 of an
inch opening to accommodate the head

assembly, and realistically one will require
a mouth over an inch in diameter. Why
be forced to use a mouth any larger than
necessary, given the shaft size? In con-
trast, tools like the Proforme, Jordan and
Kelton Hollowers can be introduced
through a hole no larger than that required
to clear the shatft.

There is a choice of two arms, one
very short-one longer, that are
nicely finished and seem to be

quite sturdy. Shown here with the

shorter arm installed.

The articulating head and arms are
obviously the big selling point of this tool
over Rolly’s earlier versions that utilized
three different shafts (one straight, two
of different bends) with integral heads.
That the new version allows the choice
of using the head alone, or mounted to
either its short or long articulating arm,
greatly enhances the possibilities for po-
sitioning the tool within a form. However,
this comes at a cost. [ have yet to use an
articulating arm hollowing tool, and this
includes the new Munro, that at some
point didn’t change position on me dur-
ing use. In corresponding with other
Munro owners, I find I am not alone in
this experience. The forces, shocks, and
vibrations encountered during hollowing
all work against an adjustable head or
arm staying fixed in place. Tightening
very hard on the locking screws helps
somewhat, but at the expense of making
any deliberate loosening for position
changes considerably more difficult.
Whether the utility of the considerable
positioning possibilities outweighs the
problems of unanticipated movement will
likely be weighed differently by each
turner. Over extended use, the Munro
has been proven much better in this re-
spect than other adjustable head tools I
have used, and for the first time, I have
an articulating tool that for me has dis-
played greater advantages than disadvan-
tages.

Theoretically, one can also mount
other types of cutting heads and scrap-
ers to the Munro arms and shaft, though
Munro doesn’t offer any at present (he
eventually hopes to). Fortunately, the
heavy duty scraper tips (round, symmetri-
cal teardrop and square) that come with
the Crown Interchangeable Tip Scrap-
ing Tool fit perfectly on the short articu-
lating arm if you use a few washers as
spacers. These tips come with the Crown
scraper but can also be purchased sepa-
rately from places like Woodworkers
Warehouse.

Before leaving the front end, [ want
to comment on one thing that is irksome.
Munro may have selected the optimal bolt
for each purpose and space available, but
that decision has resulted in the need to
have three separate Allen wrenches (M4,
M5, M8) to turn the cutter, set the guard
and position the arms. Munro provides
inexpensive “L” wrenches of each size,

[Continued on Page 13.]
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Monro Hollower Continued from Page 12

but trying to keep track of one wrench
while turning is sometimes difficult, while
keeping track of three is just asking for
one or more to be unavailable right when
you need it. Quality T handle “Allen”
wrenches will make the adjustments
easier and be less prone to loss.

Rolly uses a standard 5/8 inch
(16mm) shaft. For all the world it looks
like the same black finished steel that both
Woodcut and Kelton use for many of
their shafts. The shaft is reasonably
sturdy for small to medium hollow forms,
but Munro makes it of a length that ex-
ceeds its ability to remain stable on some
cuts when fully overhanging a tool rest.
For heavier cuts or on dense dry wood,
functionally most of the cutting hollow-
ing tools have about the same effective
length before chatter will set in (because
almost all are 5/8 inch in diameter), but
for easier or lighter cuts, the added length
of the longer Munro shaft is nice com-
pared to the relatively short Proforme or
Crown Beaver. However, mounted in
closed socket handles where the shaft
can only be inserted approximately 1.5
inches (such as the Jamieson and the
Stewart style Armbraces) the length
makes for a too flexible and awkwardly
long shaft, whereas the length of the
Proforme is just about right.

It would be nice if Munro would of-
fer an optional heavy duty 3/4 inch shaft
to which the arms and head could be
mounted for deeper hollowing of vases
and the like. At the 1 inch diameter level,
you can use the Woodcut deep bore
handle, which fits the Munro perfectly,
and will allow for quite deep hollowing
by serving as a thicker sheaf for the
Munro shaft, as well as adding length and
weight (it easily can be filled with lead
shot) of its own. The downside of this
larger diameter shaft/handle is that it also
requires a larger diameter mouth than is
sometimes desirable.

The shaft is uniformly round. This is
actually somewhat problematic for a tool
held in a metal handle by a screw. The
screw (s) will crater the shaft and then
make it difficult to fit in close tolerance
handles. This will require constant touch
ups with a file to remove. Rolly says that
the stud of the adjustment knob on his
handle has a dressed end on it and is of
softer metal than the shaft, thus reduc-
ing cratering, but this does nothing to re-
duce the problem when other handles are
used, such as longer or torsionally stabi-
lized ones. A better approach would be
to make a long narrow flat on one side of
the shaft. Woodcut now does this, and
so do some of the Kelton tools.

The other problem with those shaft
craters will come when fitting the shaft
into the Munro handle. The handle is
made of light weight aluminum. Shaft
craters are going to cut and gall on the
inside of the soft aluminum, leading to
problems. Rolly has taken a somewhat
different approach to tightening the shaft
in place, using a large phenolic plastic ball
on the end of a bolt, rather than the usual
set screw that requires a wrench. This
appears to be an effective means to avoid
having to chase around for an Allen
wrench (and almost makes up for the
three wrenches required to adjust the

head), but there will likely be some de-
bate as to whether having this big round
knob project from the side of the handle
is a positive or a negative. I’ve tended to
find it to be a positive, allowing a refer-
ence point and another small hand hold.
I haven’t found the knob to interfere in
any way. The clear downside is that it
offers only a single fixing screw, as op-
posed to the double set screws found on
most metal handles. I have found the
shaft will sometimes shift in the handle
under strong rotational forces (another
reason why a flat on the shaft would have
been advantageous).

The handle itself is of a good length
(19.5 inch) and diameter (approximately
1.25 inches), but Munro has deliberately
designed it to be very light in weight. This
runs counter to tradition, where deep
hollowing tools have had heavy as well
as long shanks to help counterbalance
the fulcrum forces from long extensions
over the tool rest. It also does little to
nothing to help absorb the shocks and low
to medium frequency vibrations so com-
mon to deep hollowing, though the
handle’s EVA outer covering will help
block low intensity high frequency vibra-
tions from reaching your hands. I won-
der how well this sleeve will hold up to
the minor gouges and abrasions turning
tools are often subject to, but after a few
months use it has held up fine. Now I
have heard that a few have touted the
handle’s light weight as a feature, saying
it allows for better feedback from the
cutting edge. I find this hard to accept as
an advantage. Another aspect of the
handle is that is it bored for the 5/8 inch
size for only a short distance before open-
ing up to a much larger bore for the ex-
tent of the handle. An aluminum plug is
fitted to the far end. I drove out the plug,
fitted an internal plug as deep inward as
the shaft might maximally be located in
use, and then filled the back end with lead
bird shot prior to replacing the plug. The
shaft now has some additional vibration
absorption, but the weight is still far less
than most handles. I really like the easy
extension adjustment and shaft inter-
change made possible by the ball knob,
and I like the tactile feel of the EVA
sleeve, but I regularly wish for a heavier
handle (Kelton, Oneway, Woodcut, Jor-
dan, Exocet, and Hamlet all offer heavier
handles that will fit).

The Munro Hollower comes with
more extensive instructions than most
hollowing tools, with a manual running to
13 pages. It is not that the tool requires
more instructions, it is just that Rolly has
tried to provide as much information, both
via text and illustration, as possible. He
spends two pages explaining both how
to hone and how to grind the cutter, and
another page just on how to make depth
gauge adjustments. This is good informa-
tion, the latter of which he repeats in sev-
eral other sections of the instructions to
good effect. He also devotes several
pages to troubleshooting. Though inex-
pensively created using simple computer
programs, these are the best instructions
I'have received with a hollowing tool. My
hat’s off to Rolly for making the effort to
help new users most effectively and
quickly master his tool.

I’ve come to like the tool immensely,
and it has become a favorite of mine. It
can be adjusted to be aggressive, remov-
ing considerable quantities of wood in a
short while, nearly as much as the
Proforme is capable of. When set finer,
it leaves a very good cut with minimal
tear out. Clogging can occur and be dif-
ficult to clear by hand, but it clogs less so
than the earlier version and less than most
cutting hollowing tools (in my hands, the
Proforme clogs the least, which is virtu-
ally not at all). Much of the time the clogs
can be cleared by continuing to apply the
tool to the wood, but fine control is lost at
those times. For the rare serious clog,
either remove the guard or clean out the
head assembly with a small awl.

The tool can be used effectively both
on the inside and outside of turnings, but
even when stopped down, I think most
will find it pretty aggressive for use for
any type of external finishing. Rolly sug-
gests that fine adjustment of the depth
gauge/blade guard and using more of a
shearing angle will reduce this aggres-
siveness. Another problem with external
work is that the head is asymmetrical and
thus one is limited in the directions from
which the work can be approached; the
head or head/arm assembly will also re-
quire more overhang off the tool rest than
is necessary with a traditional gouge.

When hollowing, the tool requires
and responds to the same procedures and
techniques that one would use with other
cutting hollowing tools. Using the mini-
mal shaft extension possible (with the
remainder contained within the handle)
is a good idea with its medium diameter
shaft, yet  must confess one of the things
I like about this tool is that it is capable of
reaching in so much farther than the
Proforme. Gated and Pin rests are par-
ticularly helpful to control the cutting tip
when it is set for an aggressive or deep
cut. When the guard is set to a wider
gap, it also will be wise to turn the lathe
speed to low rpm, (350 or lower) while
higher speeds are quite acceptable when
the gap is slight.

One is not going to be able to use the
new Munro Hollower if you wish to work
with very small mouths (under 1 inch)
and I prefer the Proform, Jordan or
Kelton Hollowers (or even Rolly’s origi-
nal fixed head tools) to first open up a
hollow form. At such times it is just so
nice to snake in the narrow heads found
on those tools, while in comparison the
Munro is bulkier and more difficult to
orient, even when only the head is
mounted to the Munro shaft. However,
the new Munro really shines once the
form is opened up, and undercuts and
side cuts become the principle purpose
of the hollowing tool. For undercuts, a
tool also must be able to be manipulated
so that the cutting edge can be brought
back around under the neck and then out
along the form. How tightly that turn
back must be is determined by the shape
of the shaft and the orientation of the
cutter; how far the tool extends in from
the mouth is determined by the size and
shape of the form, and the length of the
shaft. The Munro is great at adapting to
the turner’s needs, you can angle the
head alone on the main shaft, manipulate

the head on a short arm, or manipulate
the head on a long arm. This makes for a
very wide range of potential shapes, al-
lowing one to reach into a very wide va-
riety of potential spaces.

This brings us back to mouth size
again. Though the Proforme family of
shafts will be able to enter through a much
smaller mouth, this doesn’t always mean
you will be able to completely hollow a
form through that same size mouth. Con-
sider that even though the Munro Hol-
lower head/arm assembly requires a con-
siderably larger diameter to enter a form,
on more rounded and deeply undercut
forms, the Munro will often be capable
of articulating its head into a greater num-
ber of effective and tighter shapes than
the Proforme Swan neck will allow
(though sometimes at the expense of
getting the cutting tip off axis and thus
generating rotational force). Thus to get
into the same spaces, the Proforme might
well require a larger mouth to allow for
the shaft angulations required. Accord-
ingly, one can see that mouth size is not
just a matter of what size tool can pass
through it.

I recently completed a 19 inch deep
vase with a 1 inch mouth in order to com-
pare the new Munro Hollower directly
against several of its competitors. In my
hands, I found I could most easily achieve
a good cut with the Proforme, followed
by the Munro, followed by the Crown
Beaver, then the Hamlet Big Brother, and
finally the Exocet Super. I could obtain
the most aggressive but controllable cut
with the Proforme, followed by the
Munro, followed by the Big Brother, fol-
lowed by the Beaver and again the Exocet
Super came up the rear. I found I could
obtain the finest cut with the Munro, fol-
lowed by the Proforme, followed by the
Beaver, followed by the Exocet followed
by the Big Brother. I could achieve the
smoothest flattest surface with the
Proforme, followed by the Munro, fol-
lowed by the Beaver, followed by the
Exocet, followed by the Big Brother.
When it came to a single tool being able
to most effectively hollow into the wid-
est variety of contours, I found the Munro
came in first, followed by the Big Brother,
followed by the Proforme, followed by
the Beaver, then the Exocet. Now such
rankings must be viewed very cautiously,
as they are with respect to just one style
of form, not all hollowing tools are in-
cluded, and they are only the experiences
of one turner. Still, I think they can give
some idea of how the Munro clearly is a
tool worthy of consideration if you are
considering the purchase of a hollowing
tool.

At this point in time, my personal rec-
ommendations for the optimal minimal set
of hollowing tools to make medium small,
to medium hollow forms of semi-dry or
green wood is:

1. The canted shaft Woodcut
Proforme for small mouths, initial open-
ing up of hollow forms, and finish inter-
nal cuts on larger mouthed hollow forms.

2. The Articulated Munro Hollower
for deeper forms, as a swan necked com-

[Continued on Page 14]
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Sharpening Tools

by Fred Holder

A fellow recently asked if one could
mount a grinding wheel on the lathe for
grinding their tools. He didn’t have room
for a grinder.

In the early days, woodturners often
mounted a grinding wheel on the lathe
spindle to sharpen their tools. Bill Jones,
an 80 year old hardwood and Ivory turner
in England, has seven lathes in his little
shed shop in the back yard. The lathes
serve as grinder, table saw, drill press, etc.
He has no other machines in his shop.

When I first retired and was going to
craft fairs a lot and demonstrating on a
lathe, I had a grinding wheel set up so
that I could use it on my lathe to sharpen
when away from the shop. It worked very
well, the tool rest made a fine tool rest for
grinding too. This is described in the ar-
ticle on sharpening at my web site: <http:/
/www.fholder.com/Woodturning/
article3.htm>.

Recently, a lady turner reported to me
on the set up on her Mercury Lathe. She
mounted the grinding wheel on the out-
board end of the spindle and also mounted
the slide for a Wolverine Grinding Jig be-
low it so that she could use her grinding
jig accessories while at a craft fair.

The Woodcut Tru-Grind system could
also be used in this manner. The base slide
could be mounted below the grinding
wheel on the outboard end of the lathe.
Incidentally, this grinding jig was selling
very well at the various venues that we
visited in New Zealand. Quite a number
of New Zealand turners are adopting the
Tru-Grind System to give them better
grinding than they could do free hand.

I believe that the Tru-Grind base could
be mounted to a board that could be
clamped to the lathe bed if the grinding
wheel is to be mounted on the lathe spindle
and the grinding would be done over the
bed of the lathe.

One note, always clean away the
grinding grit before operating the lathe
again for woodturning. That stuff can
cause things to wear quickly.

Monro Hollower Con-
tinued from Page 13

pliment to the straighter (canted shaft)
Proforme to use for undercuts and widely
rounded forms.

3. The 1/2 inch Kelton Hollowers
and/or Jordon 1/2 inch swan neck for
making the most difficult cuts directly
inside small mouthed forms, and to cover
all undercuts for those smaller forms
where the Munro head is too large.

If one is scaling down in size, drop
the Munro and perhaps add the 5/16 inch
Keltons; if one is scaling up in sized, drop
the Proforme and replace the 1/2 inch
Keltons with 5/8 or 3/4 inch Kelton
Hollowers or the Jordan 3/4 inch swan
neck; for very deep work (like deep
vases), add the Woodcut Deep Bore
handle to use with both the Proforme and
the Munro. For all, use with a gated or
pin tool rest.

Again, the New Munro Hollower is
an excellent hollowing tool. No single tool
can handle all the tasks required when
making a variety of hollow forms, but this
one will ably perform a greater range of
tasks than any of the other cutting hol-
lowing tools. If one can afford it, it will
be a great first hollowing tool. I'm cer-
tainly not giving up my Proformes (or the
Kelton and Jordan Hollowers), but [ am
now regularly complimenting their func-
tion with the Munro. I hope we will see
the components available separately, as
Rolly has done in the past, and also see
new options become available, such as
thicker shafts. I also think the general
design could be downsized, and I’d love
to see a 7/16 or 1/2 inch shaft version of
the tool as well. No hollowing tool is per-
fect, but in my hands this one does a
whole lot more right than most.
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The Market Place

The first 10 words of classified ad-
vertisements are free to subscribers, ad-
ditional words are 20-cents per word, no
minimum. On non-subscriber advertise-
ments, price is 20-cents per word with a
minimum billing of $4.00.

California’s Finest Quality Burls: Redwood
lace, maples, buckeye, walnut, yew, oak, mad-
rone, manzanita, myrtlewood, rhododendron,
& others. Direct. All Uses. Huge Inventory.
Call Burl Tree (800) 785-BURL (2875). (Free
Manzanita burl if you mention this ad.) (RCB)
Beginning and advanced woodturning
classes. Call Ted Bartholomew 253-927-6855,
Tacoma, WA.

Wood Lathe Accessories from Big Tree Tools,
Inc. include Sharpening System, Tool Rest
Base, patented Spur Center, and Caliper for
natural edge bowls or other work up to 20
inches. Call 1-888-TURNING or view on http:/
/www.bigtreetools.com, for free brochure.
Teaching beginning to advanced classes in
all aspects of woodturning. Call: Ed Szakonyi,
Roselle, IL (800) 894-8123.

Check with THE LUMBERLADY for wood
stabilizing services. We also have rare exotic
woods: Desert Ironwood, Screwbean, Pink
Ivory, Snakewood, figured Mesquite, and spal-
ted Grapefruit. We will cut blanks to your
specifications and stabilize them too.
www.lumberlady.com or call toll free (8§77) 919
-9422.

Make pens using your drill press with a
Vertilathe. http://vertilathe.freeyellow.com
SW England Farmhouse Accommodation,
large selection of woodturning. David Trewin,
tel/fax: 44 (0)1579 370460, or visit their website
at: www.turning-wood.com.

Faceplates: Straight from manufacture, heavy
duty aluminum, brightly colored anodize, most
common sizes. Visit our website:
www.minkcrafts.com or call toll free (866) 956-
2200.

The Burl Source. Large supply of Australian
Burl Caps, turning blanks, pen blanks, and large
jarrah burl slabs. Check us out at
www.theburlsource.com or call 801-942-2616.
Emory’s Woodturning E-Books
www.asthewoodturns.com/books.html.

Bobbie’s Little Twigs, Woodturning School,
Everett, WA. TEL: 425-423-0674.

Free Wet Grind/Hone Instant Change
Sharpening System Plans: http://
www.DavidReedSmith.com.

The ultimate how-to book for wood artisans:
Driftwood Sculpture from Finding to Fine
Finishing, 135 pages in color, showing 100
step-by-step photographs of waterfowl, ani-
mals and waterfalls crafted from burls and
driftwood. Signed copies, $34.95 US, $52.00
Canadian, $4.00 shipping: Waterfront Publi-
cations, Box 2451, Port Angeles, WA 98362.
Faceplates: Straight from manufacture,
heavy duty aluminum, brightly colored an-
odize, most common sizes. Visit our website:
www.minkcrafts.com or call toll free (866) 956-
2200.

SNAKE WOOD and AMBOYNA BURL, fin-
est quality, imported from South America and
Southeast Asia, respectively, is now avail-
able on-line. To learn more, log on to:
www.exotic-wood-snakewood.com and
www.amboynaburl.com, or call/fax
(631)262-8825.

Making the Chinese Ball, by Fred Holder.
The booklet outlines Fred’s trials and tribu-
lations in attempting to conquer this project.
Tells how to make the tools needed to use
the Crown Chinese Ball Tools. Order from
Fred Holder, PO Box 2168, Snohomish, WA
98291. Price is $10.00 including shipping.
Telephone 360-668-0976.

Pen Finishing Kit: A must for all pen turn-
ers! Obtain a scratch free remarkale shine on
all surfaces including stabilized woods,
acrylics and solid surface materials using the
new 2”’x2” double sided foam backed sand-
ing pads. Kit contains instructions for use
and seven color coded pads ranging from
300to 12,000 grit. $13.95. BG Artforms. TEL:
888-717-4202.

Need 100 domestic and 100 Foreign dry
woods for small turnings. Please send infor-
mationon 1-1/2x 1-1/2to 5x 5 from 6 to 12
inches long (approximately). I am looking for
unique and common woods from all parts of
the world. Call 801-224-8876 or write: Les
Campbell, 319 South 280 West, Orem, Utah
84058. E-Mail: Ilcampbell@orem.org.
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